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is relative, and has to be considered in itself as subjective to us; and in respect of the object of our thought.
In the former aspect, it is simply the mind itself, and not any modification of it, like sensation, imagination, will; for thinking is the very essence of mind, as extension is of matter; there might be matter without motion; there might be mind without will; but if you take away thought, mind is no longer there; it thinks, and thinks always, even in sleep or swoon; but as this takes place in it as spiritual, it leaves no trace upon the brain, and therefore is not in the custody of memory, and is lost to our waking consciousness. All modes of mind are susceptible of degree; we may feel more, and imagine more, at one time than at another; but for the mind to think more now than then is as little possible as for matter to be more extended at one hour than at another1. Here we recognise the Cartesian doctrine against which was written the chapter of Locke's essay, entitled 'Men think not always.'
Next comes the question, what is the object of our apprehension when we have cognisance of anything outside of us. When we perceive the sun, does the mind quit the body and run along the radius vector to get within familiar proximity to him ? It is not likely. Rather is the immediate object of the mind something which is in intimate union with our soul, entering it along with the visual image but not identical with it, viz. the Idea of the sun. The difference between images or representations and ideas is the difference between knower and known: a perception of sense, a representation of the imagination, is a modification of the mind itself; an idea is the object of the mind in its cognitive act, presupposed in its perception, and-the true cause of that mental modification. You cannot have a representation of an object unless you have an idea of what is represented; but it does not follow that there is anything external rtsem-blmg this idea; for we may have ideas of things which do not externally exist. It is indispensable to conceive of a 1 De Inquirenda Veritate, III. i, 2, init.; VI. i. v. init.